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Leo. AkindouerHowofkindne^ 
then thofc that arc fo wafht, how much better is It to weepe at 
ioy,then to ioy at weeping? r 

<Beatr. I pray you, is Signior Mountanto returnd from the 
Warres or no? 

Mejfen. I know none of that name, Iadic, there was none 
foch in the army of any fort, 

Leonato What is he that you aske for neecc? 

Hero My cofen meanes Signior Benedicke of Padua. 

LMef O hee^s returnd, and aspleafamas euerhe was* 

Bea He fetvp his bills here in Medina, and challenge 
C upid at theFlight, and my vnclcs foole reading the chalcnsc 
iubfcribde for Cupid, and challengde him at the Burbolr I 
pray you,how many hath he kild and eaten in thefe watres? 
but how many hath he kildrfor indeede I promifed to eatc all 
ofhis killing. 

Leo. Faith neeceyou taxe Signior Benedicke too much,- 
but hcele be meet with you,I doubt it not. 

Mejp. He hath done good fcruice lady in thefe warres. 

"Beat. You had mufly vittaile,and he hath holpe to eateit, 
be is a very valiaunt trencher man , he hath an excellent ficn 
xnacke. 

Metf. And a good fouldier too,?ady. 
Bean And a good fouldiour to a Ladv, but what is he to % 
Lord? 

Utfeff. A lord to a lord,a man to a man,ftufft witb al hono- 
rable vertaes. 

Teat. Itisfoind€ed,heisnolcffethenaftuftman,bmfor 
the fluffing wehwe are ai mortal!. 

Leo. Yoiimuftnot, fir.miftalcemyneece^ there isa kind' 
©fmciy warre betwixt Signior Benedicke and her, they neuer 
meet butthere's a skirmifh ofwit betweene them. 
Teat. Alashe gets nothing by that,in our laft conflift,4 01 hk 
Sue wits went halting off,and now is the whole man gonernd 
with one,!*) that if he haue wit enough to keep himfelfwarm, 
let him beareitfor a difference between himfelfand his horfe,. 
&r it is all the wealth that he hath left,, to be kno^ n a rcafona- 



about fNjtbing. 


We creatarcwho is his companion now*he hath eucry month 
* new fworne brother* 
Me(P IftpofTtblc? 

Beat Very eafily poffible,hc weares his faith but as the ta- 
fliionof his hat,it euer changes with the next blocks 

r Me(f. I fee lady the gentleman is not in your bookes. 
. Bel No, and he were, I would burnc my fludy but I pray 
youwhois his companion? is thcreno yongfquarer now that 
wllmakeavoyagcwithhimtothediuell? 

Mejf. He is moll inthe companie of the right noble Uau. 

: Beat. O Lord, he will hang vpon him like a difeafe, heeis 
fooner caught than the peftilcncc, and the taker runs prefent- 
\y madde,God help the noble Claudio, if he haue caught the 
Benedict will coft him a thoufand pound ere a be cured. 

Mef I will holde friends with you Ladie. 

Teat. Do good friend. 

Leon. You will neuer runne madde niece. 

Beat. No,not till a hote Ianuary. 

Mejfc Don Pedro is approach!. 

'Enter don ^P'edro, Clatidio, Benedicke ^Bahhafar 
mdlohn the baflard. 
Veiro Good fl gnior L eonato, are you come to meet your 
trouble : thefafluon ofthe world is,toauoydcoft,andyou in- 
counter it. 

Leon. Neuer came trouble to my houfe, in the Irkcnefle of 
your grace, for trouble being gone, comfort fhould remaine: 
but when you depart from mce , forrow abides, and happines 
takes his leaue. 

Pedro You embrace your chargetoo willingly : Ithincke 
sis your daughter. 

Leonato H er mother hath many times tolde me fb» 
*Bened. Were you in doubt fir that you askther? 
Leonato Signior Benedicke,no, for'then were you a child. 
Pedro You haueit ftiil Benedicke,wee may ghefle by this, 
what you z\ve , being a man, truely the Lady fathers her felfes 
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